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METHUEN — Ongoing tension between 
some members of the city council and the 
School Committee came to light Monday 
night, as committee members sought to fight 
back against what they called misinforma-
tion from the City Council.

During recent council meetings, some 
councilors said committee members were 
attempting to shift the blame for potential 
staffing cuts to the council, whose members 
have not seen the school budget or have the 
authority to interfere in the process, but will 
approve the overall number.

Councilor Nicholas DiZoglio accused the 
district of putting arts education in the cross-
hairs for cuts, knowing how passionately the 
students would come out to defend their 
teachers and programs.

“I think that allowing this statement, not 
just purely statements but factually inac-
curate and damaging statements to linger 
out there is bad,” School Committee mem-
ber Daniel Shibilia fired back at a meeting 

Officials 
accused of 
using 
students 
as ‘pawns’

METHUEN SCHOOLS 

By Christian M. Wade
 » Statehouse Reporter

BOSTON — Congressional lawmakers are 
taking steps to restrict consumer access to a 
commonly available chemical compound that 
has been used by dozens of young people to 
kill themselves.

The bipartisan bill, filed 
by U.S. Rep. Lori Trahan, 
would limit the sale of any 
product with greater than 
10 percent sodium nitrite by 
mass or volume. Only com-
mercial businesses with a 
“verified” need could buy 
the higher concentrations.

The Youth Poisoning 
Protection Act would also 
require the product to be labeled with a 
warning about its fatal effects and details 
about antidotes. A similar measure passed 
the House last year, but stalled in the U.S. 
Senate.

“We are facing an urgent and troubling 
trend: the promotion of sodium nitrate — a 
toxic chemical — as a method to die by sui-
cide,” Trahan, a Westford Democrat, said in 
remarks on the House floor Tuesday ahead 
of the bill’s passage.

Congress 
seeks limits 
on sale of 
chemical used 
in suicides

Lori Trahan

By Angelina Berube
 » aberube@eagletribune.com

ANDOVER — Voters passed a 
home-rule petition to potentially 
change requirements needed to call a 
Special Town Meeting.

The article generated a near hour-
long discussion as the first night of 
Town Meeting came to a close Tues-
day at the Collins Center for the Per-
forming Arts before it passed 270 to 
146 votes.

Resident Chris Huntress presented 

the private article to modify criteria for 
how a Special Town Meeting is called 
in Andover.

Huntress said in the last three Spe-
cial Town Meetings in May 2022, 
November 2023 and March 2024, 13 
of 17 articles did not pass. According 
to data from the Town Clerk’s office, 

Locals support toughening 
special town meeting rules

CARL RUSSO/Staff photo
Andover resident Bob Pokress has a question 
concerning one of the articles during the first night 
of Andover’s annual Town Meeting.

By Jamie L. Costa
 » jcosta@eagletribune.com

SALEM, N.H. — Hundreds 
of people lined Main Street 
Wednesday afternoon waving 
flags under the waning sun in 
support of President Donald 
Trump’s first 100 days in office.

Patriotic music blared from 
a set of speakers nearby while 
passersby honked their horns 
and yelled words of encour-
agement out of open windows. 
Supporters dressed in Ameri-
can Flag garb, cowboy hats on 
their heads and cowboy boots 
on their feet, mingling with 
each other over mouthfuls of 
pizza and cupcakes.

“Trump isn’t a candidate, 
he’s a movement,” former State 
Representative John (JJ) Valera 
said to onlookers in passing.

Some Trump supporters 
traveled from as far as Flor-
ida, Vermont and Cape Cod 
to join in the festivities while 
local folk celebrated in Massa-
chusetts’ backyard, Bud Light 
stashed in their cargo shorts 
and leather jackets.

“This is the best 100 first 
days a president has had in 
modern history,” said former 

state Rep. Shaun Doherty of 
Pelham, donning a MAGA 
hat. “Morale is better and we 
feel better about the future of 
America.”

Like Doherty, Christine 
Hawkins of Salem agreed that 
closing the borders, deport-
ing illegal immigrants and 

mandating tariffs will not only 
make the country safer, it will 
bring manufacturers and oper-
ations back to America.

“I am happy with everything 
he’s done so far,” Hawkins said, 
her Trump flag whipping in the 
breeze of passing cars. “The 
illegal immigrants, the justice 

system, DOGE and wasteful 
spending, having Musk step 
up to save us money. I love the 
entire administration.”

Hawkins, like most rally 
goers on Wednesday, looks for-
ward to seeing what Trump can 

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE 2

SEE SUICIDES, PAGE 2SEE MEETING, PAGE 2

 »For more on Andover Town 
Meeting, see Page 3

‘Not a candidate, a movement’

About a hundred people gathered by the edge of the road waving flags to show support as 
they celebrate President Donald Trump’s first 100 days in office.

TIM JEAN/Staff photos
Nick Perkins of Manchester, N.H., stands by the edge of the roadway and raisers his fist while he and others celebrate 
President Donald Trump’s first 100 days in office along Main Street in Salem, N.H.

Rally in Salem celebrates Trump’s first 100 days

SEE TRUMP, PAGE 4
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NAME LAST PRICE CHANGE VOLUME

MARKET WATCH
Dow Jones 40,669.36 141.74 609,366,167
S&P 500 5,569.06 8.23 3,742,261,213
NASDAQ 17,446.34 -14.98 6,691,150,555

3M MMM 138.91 0.53
Acusphere ACUS 0.00 0.00
Affiliated Mgrs AMG 165.63 0.40
Agilent Tech A 107.60 0.14
Alcatel-Lucent ALU 343.88 0.38
Analog Devices ADI 194.92 2.25
Applied Materials AMAT 150.71 1.16
AT&T T 27.70 0.40
Avnet, Inc. AVT 46.99 -4.25
Axcelis Tech ACLS 48.98 1.11
Bank of America BAC 39.88 -0.11
Beacon Roofing BECN 124.17 0.00
Biogen Idec Inc. BIIB 121.08 0.91
Boston Scientific BSX 102.87 0.13
Bruker Corp. BRKR 40.06 0.22
Cabot Corp. CBT 78.54 -0.18
Cadence Design CDNS 297.74 -4.48
Charles River Labs CRL 118.62 1.33
Cisco Systems CSCO 57.73 0.39
Citigroup C 68.38 -0.49
Comcast CMCSA 34.20 0.26
Entegris ENTG 79.12 0.53
Enterprise Bank EBTC 37.20 -0.13
Exxon Mobil XOM 105.63 -2.73
Ford F 10.01 -0.14
General Electric GE 201.54 1.04
Hewlett-Packard HPQ 25.57 0.05
Hologic, Inc. HOLX 58.20 -0.16
Honeywell Intl HON 210.50 -0.99
IBM IBM 241.82 2.43
Intel Corporation INTC 20.10 -0.24
Johnson&Johnson JNJ 156.31 0.40
KNK Philips PHG 25.35 0.32
L-3 Commctns LLL 0.07 0.00
Marsh&McLennan MMC 225.47 3.47
MASS MEGAWATT MMMW 0.17 0.00
MasterCard MA 548.06 8.38
Medtronic MDT 84.76 0.16
Merck & Co MRK 85.20 0.49
Mercury Com MRCY 50.00 -0.16
Millipore MIL 14.80 0.00
MKS Instruments MKSI 70.14 -1.30
Motorola MSI 440.39 4.63
N’thrpGrumman NOC 486.50 4.26
National Grid NGG 73.00 -0.04
National Semicndctr TXN 160.05 0.64
NaviSite NAVI 12.38 -0.32
NAVTEQ NVT 54.91 -0.07
NIKE NKE 56.40 -1.14
NiSource NI 39.11 -0.33
Nortel Inversora NTL 0.09 0.00
NSTAR NU 12.43 0.02
NxStage Medical NXTM 819.00 25.20
PerkinElmer Inc PKI 34.73 -0.62
Pfizer PFE 24.41 0.62
Philip Morris PM 171.36 1.10
Raytheon RTN 1,250.00 0.00
Rite Aid RAD 0.01 0.00
Sanmina-SCI SANM 76.79 -2.22
Smith&Nephew SNN 28.02 1.10
Standex Int’l SXI 141.42 -0.94
Oracle ORCL 140.72 -0.07
T-F Scientific TMO 429.00 1.47
Teradyne TER 74.21 -0.68
Textron Inc. TXT 70.37 0.39
TJX Companies TJX 128.68 0.65
Toronto-Dom Bank TD 63.78 0.51
UFP Technologies UFPT 208.54 -3.06
UniFirst Corp. UNF 178.47 -1.43
Unitil UTL 58.66 -0.30
Varian Semiconductor AMAT 150.71 1.16
Verizon Comm. VZ 44.06 1.11
Vicor Corporation VICR 39.91 -12.01
Visa Inc. V 345.50 3.98
Watts Water Tech WTS 207.75 0.91

NAME SYMBOL PRICE CHANGE

STOCKS OF  
LOCAL INTEREST

MASSACHUSETTS
April 30

Midday number ..................3211
Evening number ............... 1028

April 29
Midday number ............... 9649
Evening number ...............4642

April 28
Midday number ............... 8820
Evening number ...............4283

Mass Cash
April 30 .................... 1-3-4-19-32
April 29 ............... 10-12-19-23-31

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Tri-State Numbers

Apr. 30
Day ...................... 062 and 8870
Evening .............. 294 and 7640

Apr. 29
Day .......................346 and 7495
Evening ...............223 and 9240

Tri-State Megabucks Plus
Apr. 30 ...................4-9-14-21-29

Mega Ball: 1
Apr. 28 .................. 2-15-17-28-30

Mega Ball: 3
Gimme 5

Apr. 30 .............. 13-23-29-36-38
Apr. 29..................1-18-20-28-35

MASS.-N.H.
Megabucks Doubler

April 30 .......12-18-23-38-40-44
April 28 ............ 2-6-8-26-29-38

Mega Millions
April 29 ............. 16-33-40-51-57

Mega Ball: 10
April 25 ...........38-40-60-62-70

Mega Ball: 9
Lucky For Life

April 29 ............ 24-25-39-43-45
Lucky Ball: 13

April 28 .............16-19-20-33-40
Lucky Ball: 11

Powerball
April 28 ............26-43-51-56-60

Powerball: 24
April 26 .................1-12-14-18-69

Powerball: 2

Lottery

FROM PAGE ONE

Monday night. “I am not 
going to sit by and let them 
bad mouth the schools.”

School principals told the 
committee Monday they 
had not instructed teachers, 
who had been made aware 
their positions may be cut, 
to inform their students, nor 
had there been any collabo-
ration on a widely circulated 
petition.

Superintendent Brandi 
Kwong had previously 
explained that the district 
tries to be as transparent with 
staff as possible, including by 
letting employees know when 
their job will appear on a 
chart during a public meeting.

Committee member Kris-
ten Maxwell called the ques-
tioning of the principals on 
the matter “ridiculous” and 
said it was not something 
that needed to be discussed 
publicly.

“I don’t think any of these 
principals would subject 
their students to that, so to 
ask them that publicly is just, 
that’s ridiculous,” she said.

Shibilia disagreed and also 
mentioned other criticism 
from councilors that he said 
indicated “a lack of knowl-
edge and understanding.”

He said he asked Mayor D.J. 
Beauregard if city councilors 
could get more training so 
they would know the bound-
aries of their authority.

The accusations against the 
school were levied during a 
City Council meeting Tues-
day, April 22, and centered on 
a public hearing, held by the 
school, where dozens of stu-
dents, staff and parents spoke 
about the possible cuts.

“I think there was a lot of 
misinformation that was sent 
out to residents and parents 
through some of the School 
Committee members,” said 
DiZoglio. “I was not happy 
to receive some calls and I 
don’t think I am the only one 
that had received some calls 
during the three-hour public 
participation last week.”

He said the theater and arts 
program at the school had 
been used as a “pawn.”

“For us to use that passion 
is an insult to the commu-
nity,” he said.

He added he was impressed 
with the students that had 
come out to support their 
school.

During this week’s meet-
ing, high school Principal 

Anthony Curet told the com-
mittee the arts department 
had been floated for cuts due 
to a lack of interest in classes.

He added theater group 
Stage Door 22 would not be 
cut.

Councilor Francisco Surillo 
previously said he would not 
allow the arts to be cut and 
castigated the committee 
for blaming the council for a 
budget they have not seen yet. 
Beauregard, who also serves 
as chair of the School Com-
mittee, also vowed he would 
not allow the fine arts to be cut.

“If (the school budget) 
comes here with the cuts that 
they are saying and the blame 
that they are putting on, then 
one of the things I am going 
to look for is a call of no con-
fidence (vote) on the super-
intendent and on members 
of that School Committee,” 
said Surillo.

While not involved with 
the specifics, the council is 
broadly in charge of approv-
ing how much money is spent 
on the district every year.

As the school grapples with 
a proposed budget still mil-
lions over the target figure set 
by Beauregard, community 
members worried about the 
impacts of the district have 
increasingly been bringing 
their concerns to the council, 
according to councilors.

However, despite the fra-
cas, city administrators have 
been looking at ways to shift 
one-time expenses from 
the school to the city, which 
could stave off some school 
cuts without increasing how 
much the city spends on the 
school year after year. Any 
such maneuver would need 
council approval.

During the nearly three-
hour budget meeting Mon-
day, members repeatedly told 
Kwong positions intended 
for cuts were crucial and she 
responded asking for replace-
ment suggestions. Current 
proposed cuts would result 
in 37 layoffs, with specifics 
still in flux.

Committee member Mary 
Beth Donovan-Grassi said 
perhaps if the budget dis-
cussions began earlier there 
would be more functionality 
and collaboration between the 
two groups of elected officials.

“What we are doing now 
doesn’t seem to be working, 
everyone is anxious and there 
is a lot of finger pointing,” she 
said. “I do hope we can work 
with our colleagues on the 
City Council because we all 
have the same goal.”

 » Council
Continued from Page 1

Trahan said the measure, 
filed with Ohio Republican 
Rep. Mike Carey, is a “focused 
and reasonable” response to 
the problem that “targets 
bad actors who are exploit-
ing a loophole to profit off 
tragedy, and it does so with-
out burdening responsible 
businesses.”

Sodium nitrite is a chemical 
food additive typically used 
to process and cure meats 
like hot dogs, bacon and beef 
jerky to preserve shelf life 
and prevent the growth of 
bacteria, among other uses.

But in recent years the 
chemical compound has been 
promoted and popularized by 
online suicide forums as an 

easily accessible method to 
die by suicide.

“Most Americans have 
never heard of sodium nitrite, 
but for families who’ve lost 
loved ones, it’s something 
they’ll never forget,” Trahan 
said.

A New York Times inves-
tigation found that highly 
concentrated amounts of the 
poison were widely avail-
able on multiple e-com-
merce platforms, including 
with free two-day shipping 
on Amazon.

Following legal challenges 
and an outcry from law-
makers and victims’ fam-
ilies, Amazon and many 
other online marketplaces 
have removed sodium nitrite 
listings.

Amazon is fighting law-
suits filed by 28 families 

who lost loved ones who used 
sodium nitrite to die by sui-
cide. They allege the company 
continued sell the chemical 
despite knowing of its mis-
use for suicide, an allegation 
Amazon denies.

In May 2023, a Cana-
dian man was arrested 
and charged for shipping 
packages containing lethal 
amounts of sodium nitrite to 
over 40 countries, including 
272 sales to individuals in the 
United Kingdom, of whom at 
least 88 people died, accord-
ing to published reports.

At least four states — 
Washington, California, Col-
orado and New York — have 
approved legislation banning 
the sale of sodium nitrite.

A recent study published 
by the Journal of Clinical 
Psychiatry documented 172 

suicides involving the use of 
sodium nitrate between 2020 
to 2023. The group attributed 
the spike, in part, to online 
communities such as Sanc-
tioned Suicide that share 
online recommendations to 
assemble “suicide kits.”

“ These for ums often 
give detailed instructions 
regarding how to procure, 
prepare, and administer 
sodium nitrite for suicide,” 
the report’s authors wrote. 
“They can create potentially 
harmful environments where 
people in emotional distress 
may promote risky behavior 
and encourage each other to 
act on harmful impulses.”

Christian M. Wade covers the 
Massachusetts Statehouse for 
North of Boston Media Group’s 
newspapers and websites. Email 
him at cwade@cnhinews.com.

 » Suicides
Continued from Page 1

the costs of the three meet-
ings totaled $196,997.

The vote authorizes and 
requests the Select Board to 
file a home-rule petition for 
legislation to permit the town 
to call a Special Town Meet-
ing on the written request of 
200 registered voters, or 5% 
of the town’s total registered 
voters, whichever is greater.

The home rule increases 
the number of registered 
voter signatures required to 
1,350 and extends the time in 
which the town must hold a 
meeting to no later than 90 
days following the request.

The number of signatures 
and scheduling of the Special 
Town Meeting would change 
under the home-rule petition.

Huntress said changing the 
timing requirement allows 
the Select Board more oppor-
tunity to advertise, review 
and publish the warrant as 
required by state law.

The home-rule petition 
wouldn’t not change the fact 
that the Select Board can call 
for a Special Town Meeting 
at any time with a simple 
majority vote. Residents are 
also able to submit a war-
rant article for Town Meet-
ing with 10 registered voter 
signatures.

Massachusetts law states 
a Select Board must call a 
Special Town Meeting at 
the request of 200 regis-
tered voters, or 20% of the 
total number of registered 
voters, whichever is less and 
the meeting has to be held 45 
days following the request.

Huntress said increasing 
the number of signatures 
allows for better discus-
sion and awareness of the 
issues among residents. 
Additionally, increasing 
the time allowed to call the 
meeting gives volunteer 
boards more time to offer 
informed opinions about 
the proposed topics.

He said most of the 
recent Special Town Meet-
ing could have been on an 
annual Town Meeting war-
rant, costing the town noth-
ing, and only requiring 10 
signatures.

“My point is not to 
argue against the individ-
ual purposes, or the rea-
sons those were called,” 
Huntress said. “It’s about 

the process. I think we can 
be more responsible as we 
approach the calling of a Spe-
cial Town Meeting.”

Residents debated the arti-
cle for almost an hour.

“Any article that makes it 
harder to participate in town 
government is not a good arti-
cle,” resident Joe Wise said. “I 
think this is a power strug-
gle. I think the Select Board 
and town don’t like when we 
call special town meetings for 
whatever reason.”

Resident Keith Saxon 
spoke against the change. 
He said looking past the last 
two years, the town has held 
special town meetings for the 
youth and senior centers, the 
Blanchard field, Ballardvale 
fire station and West Elemen-
tary School.

He said they were all good 
purposes for the town and 
other special meetings cov-
ered a costly high school proj-
ect and residents looking to 
protect watersheds and pav-
ing of a beloved trail.

“These are all things resi-
dents feel empowered and 
want to do,” Saxon said.

“While I understand why 
this has been brought (for-
ward), we don’t want to 
restrict the rights of our 

citizens,” Saxon said. “Maybe 
they are not inspired today, 
but maybe they want to exer-
cise their right and call a Spe-
cial (Town) Meeting.”

“Let’s not repeat what the 
British did to us 250 years 
ago,” he said.

Resident Jane Gifun spoke 
in support of the article. She 
said people won’t get shut out 
from bringing attention to an 
issue if the town decided on 
the home-rule petition. She 
pointed to how Huntress 
had an outlet to have his issue 
heard, gathering 10 signa-
tures and presenting the pri-
vate article at Town Meeting.

Other residents voiced 
opinions in favor, saying 
several Town Meetings can 
become burdensome and it 
shouldn’t be easier to call a 
Town Meeting. Other sup-
portive residents said some 
people take advantage of spe-
cial town meeting rules when 
they don’t like the results 
from a Town Meeting.

Resident Sarah Klock sup-
ported the article, saying her 

problem with Special Town 
Meeting is the cost per meeting. 
Klock said requiring more sig-
natures would create a needed 
dialogue in the community.

“The idea that we would 
have to require more peo-
ple to sign on to get a Special 
Town Meeting actually has 
the potential of creating par-
ticipation in Town Meeting,” 
Klock said.

Before the article passed, an 
amendment was suggested to 
change the article’s language 
to requiring 400 registered 
voter’s signatures or less than 
5% of all town registered vot-
ers. Town Counsel Douglas 
Heim said that would set a 
straight requirement of 400 
signatures to call a Special 
Town Meeting. The amend-
ment failed by a vote of 201 
in support and 209 against it.

The home-rule petition’s 
passage was one of 22 articles 
which residents approved in 
a three-hour span during the 
first night of Town Meeting 
before it was adjourned and 
was continued to Wednesday.
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HEAR IT FROM 
US FIRST

Sign up for text alerts at 
eagletribune.com.

By Ethan Forman
 » Staff Writer

There has been an huge 
outpouring of grief and sup-
port after an accident Fri-
day aboard the FV 25 to Life, 
a Down East Maine vessel 
dragging for Northern Gulf 
of Maine scallops 25 nauti-
cal miles east of Nahant and 
fishing out of Gloucester.

The accident — the Coast 
Guard said it had received 
a distress call reporting a 
snapped rope had struck 
t wo  c r ew  m e mb e r s  — 
came at the tail end of the 
2025 scallop season and it 
claimed the life of a 26-year-
old crewman and badly 
injured a second.

Jaxson Marston, 26, of 
Addison, Maine, died in the 
incident. He was a father of a 
1-year-old daughter, Kingsley, 
with his girlfriend, Kameron 
Cluff who is expecting their 
second baby girl.

M a r s t o n’s  c r e w m a t e 
and friend, Jamie Bailey of 

Columbia, 
Ma i n e,  i s 
a  y o u n g 
father about 
Marston’s 
age who has 
a long road 
to recovery, 
according 
to a post on 
Facebook 
from Maine state Rep. Tif-
fany Strout.

“Even badly injured, 
according to Jaxson’s fam-
ily, Jamie tried to help Jax-
son as best he could. Jamie is 
a hard worker and dad who 
earns his living on the water. 
He will have a long recov-
ery ahead of him both phys-
ically but also mentally as 
anyone can imagine what it 
was like on the boat that day,” 
Strout posted with a link to a 
GoFundMe page set up to aid 
him and his family during his 
recovery.

Bailey “is home and rest-
ing,” according to the fund-
raising page. He had been met 

in his home-
town with 
signs and 
support.

I n  f a c t , 
both fund-
raisers for 
t h e  f a m i-
l i e s  h ave 
received an 
outpouring 

of support.
The GoFundMe for Mar-

ston, who is described in his 
obituary as an avid hunter 
and fisherman, has received 
more than $115,000 from 977 
donations as of Wednesday 
afternoon. (Donations may 
be made at https://gofund.
me/2d2ab1a5)

The page aims to reach a 
goal of $130,000.

Bailey’s fundraiser has 
raised more than $17,385 in 
183 donations toward a goal 
of $18,000. (Donations may 
be made at https://gofund.
me/2c414ea5).

The pair of friends and 
scallop fishers may not have 

been from Gloucester, but the 
local fishing community has 
rallied around the families 
of these hardworking crew. 
The Gloucester Fishermen’s 
Wives Association and the 
Fishing Partnership Support 
Services provided support to 
the families in the aftermath.

This Friday, May 2, take 
out or dine in, 50% of the 
proceeds will be donated to 
both families at The Lobster 
of Gloucester, 115 East Main 
St., “to help offset the finan-
cial burden both families 
have to endure during this 
difficult time.”

Rose Marine at 375 Main 
St. shared a link to Marston’s 
GoFundMe page the day after 
the tragedy.

“Please donate what you 
can!” read the post. “Let’s 
show the world how New 
England and East Coast fish-
erman care for one another in 
tough times!”

Ethan Forman may be con-
tacted at 978-675-2714, or at 
eforman@northofboston.com.

Outpouring follows 
scallop boat tragedy

Jaxson 
Marston

Jamie  
Bailey
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General Contractor

www.dfullercontracting.com
978-304-1666

25 Years Experience

Big Job Experience for Your Little Job
“No job too small” • Fully Insured

From Small Repairs to Complete Remodels

DONNIE FULLERCONTRACTING LLC
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• Siding
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